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New Senior Religious Education Program for Cairns Diocese
The start of the 2019 academic year has brought with it a new and exciting religious education program,
‘Catholic Faith in Action’ (CFiA), in the senior secondary years of education across all schools in the
Cairns Diocese.
The Bishop of Cairns, Bishop James Foley, challenged senior leaders in Catholic Education to create a
new program in which young people in all the secondary colleges experience faith learning within the
reality of their own life. It is his hope that the program, Catholic Faith in Action, will call all young people
to positive action in a way that is reflective of the Catholic social teachings and opportunities
experienced in the program.
Catholic Education Services Executive Director, Mr Bill Dixon added that, “At a time when society is
becoming increasingly secular, and some people even question the existence of God, there is an even
greater need for young people to benefit from a dynamic Secondary Religious Education Curriculum. It
is my belief that Catholic Faith in Action provides a framework for our Colleges to provide a curriculum
that is needed in modern times.”
Catholic Faith in Action was officially launched on February 12 at St Augustine’s College, Cairns. All Year
11 students and staff across the Diocese converged at the College for a day of input and discussion from
priest and acclaimed author, lecturer and film critic, Fr Richard Leonard, SJ.
The components of the new program include scripture, Catholic social teaching, Catholic worldview,
other religious experiences, worldviews and Indigenous spirituality, Catholic anthropology, ethics and
morality, religious identity and culture, evangelisation and faith formation, prayer and worship, social
justice and action.
The program does not contribute to a student’s Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) or Australian
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), however accountability measures are in place to ensure meaningful
participation and achievement of the Year 12 Graduate Expectations. Colleges will still offer elective
courses of religious study, such as Study of Religion, Religion and Ethics and Certificate III/IV in Christian
Ministry and Theology, which may contribute to a student’s QCE and ATAR.
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St Augustine’s College Year 11 students Kalani Abraham, Matthew Prasad, Brennan
Skarott, Jaylen Poi Poi and Brendan Ward with their journals for the new Catholic
Faith in Action program.
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