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MEDIA RELEASE: Catholic Mission appeal
For we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard, Acts 4:20

Catholic Mission has launched its major appeal for the year, supporting the essential work
of the Mother and Babies Home run by the Good Shepherd Sisters in Bangkok, as they
reach out to vulnerable women in their time of need.
National Director of Catholic Mission, Fr Brian Lucas, says that at a time when there is a lot
of attention given to the vulnerability of women in our own society the work of the Good
Shepherd sisters in Thailand, and in many other places, goes to the very heart of the
Christian proclamation of the worth and dignity of every person.
“To be Christian is to be missionary and to be missionary is to speak out in words and
action against exploitation and to give new life and hope to those who are vulnerable,” he
says.
The Catholic Mission appeal offers hope to people like Churai*. As a young girl, she
suffered years of abuse and is now pregnant with her third child. Without the Mother and
Babies Home, she says she would be alone and helpless, cast away by her partner as he
did not want the child.
“This place has helped and given women in need an opportunity to grow,” she says.
“Women who feel discouraged, who don’t know what to do, and who have nowhere to go.
This place gave us an opportunity, comfort, and happiness”.
The Good Shepherd Sisters provide pregnant mothers and mothers with young children, a
refuge with others from similar backgrounds.
“It’s about giving a chance to the mothers and the children,” says Sr Chalaad, who
manages the home in Bangkok.
“And when they get that chance, they will be able to look forward and they will be able to
stand for themselves in the society for their future. Even if they have no one, we can stand
by them”.
The Good Shepherd Sisters also run other outreach programs for women and children in
need in Bangkok, offering pregnant women and young mothers like Churai a helping hand
should they be unable to return to their families by providing them with handicraft skills
training and employment to earn a living to support themselves.
Pope Francis invites each of us to respond to what we have seen and heard – to carry
those stories, like Churai’s, in our hearts – calling us to each be missionary disciples by
sharing and supporting vital work like this. Help those in need and support Sr Chalaad and
the Good Shepherd Sisters by donating at www.catholicmission.org.au/thailand

*Name and images altered to protect identity
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Caption: This essential work of Sr Chalaad and the Good Shepherd Sisters is the focus of Catholic Mission’s
major appeal for the year.
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About Catholic Mission
Catholic Mission is the Australian agency of the Pontifical Mission Societies – the Catholic Church’s global organisation
dedicated to continuing Jesus Christ’s mission in the world: that all may have life to the full. Founded in Sydney in 1847,
Catholic Mission contributes funding and project support to critical church-run initiatives in Africa, Asia, Oceania, and South
America. These include spiritual formation, pastoral care, education, health, sanitation and agricultural programs. Here in
Australia, we form people to go out and be missionary in their professional and personal lives; to pray, advocate and take
action for those on the margins. Catholic Mission has offices in 27 Australian dioceses.

