ﺑ ﻴﺎ ن & ' ﻔ ﻲ
ﻗﺪاﺳﺔ اﻟﺒﺎﺑﺎ ﻓﺮ3ﺴ5ﺲ 7ﻌﻠﻦ ﺣﺪود ﺟﺪﻳﺪة ﻷﺑﺮﺷﻴﺔ أوﺳEDاﻟﻴﺎ اﳌﺎروﻧﻴﺔ
واﻓﻖ ﻗﺪاﺳﺔ أﺑ,ﻨﺎ اﻟﺒﺎﺑﺎ ﻓﺮ2ﺴ,ﺲ ﻋ 76ﺗﻮﺳﻴﻊ ﺣﺪود أﺑﺮﺷﻴﺔ ﻣﺎر ﻣﺎرون  CBﺳﻴﺪ2ﻲ-أوﺳGFاﻟﻴﺎ  ،ﻟIﺸﻤﻞ اﻵن،
ﺑﺎﻻﺿﺎﻓﺔ ا 7PأﺳGFاﻟﻴﺎ Qﻞ ﻣﻦ ﻧﻴﻮزUﻠﻨﺪا ودول ﻗﺎرة أوﻗﻴﺎﻧﻴﺎ ﺑYﺎﻣﻠZﺎ )اﳌﺮﺳﻮم رﻗﻢ  .(204/2019وUﺄhﻲ iﺬا اﻻﻋﻼن
ﻧIﻴﺠﺔ ﻟmFاﻳﺪ أﻋﺪاد اﳌﻮراﻧﺔ i CBﺬﻩ اﻟﺒﻠﺪان واqpﺎﺟﺔ ا 7Pﺗﺄﻣsن ﺧﺪﻣvuﻢ اﻟﺮﻋﻮUﺔ واﻟﺮﺳﻮﻟّﻴﺔ ﺑﺎﻻﺿﺎﻓﺔ إ 7Pإﻋﺎدة
رyﻄZﻢ ﺑﺠﺬورiﻢ وﺗﺮا{vﻢ اﳌﺸﺮ| CاﻻﻧﻄﺎQﻲ.
ً
ً
ً
وUﻔﺘﺢ iﺬا اﳌﺮﺳﻮم ﻓﺼﻼ ﺟﺪﻳﺪا ﻣﺸﺮﻗﺎ  CBﺗﺎرUﺦ أﺑﺮﺷﻴIﻨﺎ .ﻓﺒﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ إ 7PأﺳGFاﻟﻴﺎ وﻧﻴﻮزUﻠﻨﺪاh ،ﺸﻤﻞ أوﻗﻴﺎﻧﻴﺎ
اﻟﺒﻠﺪان اﻟﺘﺎﻟﻴﺔ :ﺑﺎﺑﻮا ﻧﻴﻮ ﻏﻴ†‡ ،ﻓﻴﺪˆ ،Cﺟﺰر ﺳﻠﻴﻤﺎن ،ﻓﺎﻧﻮاﺗﻮ ،ﺳﺎﻣﻮا ،ﻛGsﻳﺒﺎhﻲ ،ﻧﻮرو ،ﺗﻮ2ﻐﺎ وQﻠﻴﺪوﻧﻴﺎ
اŒpﺪﻳﺪة .وUﺒﻠﻎ إﺟﻤﺎ CPﻋﺪد ﺳYﺎvŽﺎ  41ﻣﻠﻴﻮن 2ﺴﻤﺔ.
ُ
iﺬا اﻟﻘﺮار اﻟﺘﺎر C•Uاﺗﺨﺬ  29 CBآذار  ،2021ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ اﻟﺘﻘﻰ ﻧﻴﺎﻓﺔ اﻟYﺎردﻳﻨﺎل ﻟﻴﻮﻧﺎردو ﺳﻨﺪري ،ﻋﻤﻴﺪ ا—Œﻤﻊ
ً
اﳌﻘّﺪس ﻟﻠﻜﻨﺎšﺲ اﻟﺸﺮﻗﻴﺔ ،ﻣﻊ ﻗﺪاﺳﺔ اﻟﺒﺎﺑﺎ ،وأﺧ›Gﻩ ﻋﻦ ﺗﺰاﻳﺪ ﻋﺪد اﳌﻮارﻧﺔ اﻟﺬﻳﻦ اﺳﺘﻘﺮوا ،أو ﻳﻤﻀﻮن ﺟﺰءا
ً
ﻛﺒGsا ﻣﻦ أوﻗﺎvžﻢ CB ،ﻧﻴﻮزUﻠﻨﺪا وyﻠﺪان ﺟﺰر ا—qﻴﻂ اﻟZﺎدئ.
ً
وﻗﺪ ﻧ ّ
ﺺ iﺬا اﳌﺮﺳﻮم ﺗﺤﺪﻳﺪا ﻋ 76ﺿﺮورة ﺗﻮﺳﻴﻊ ﺣﺪود اﻷﺑﺮﺷﻴﺔ ﻟYﻲ ﻳﺼﻞ اﻟﻌﻤﻞ اﻟﺮﻋﻮي ،ﻣﻦ ﺗ¥ﺸﺌﺔ روﺣّﻴﺔ
ورﻋﻮUﺔ إ 7Pﺟﻤﻴﻊ اﳌﺆﻣﻨsن اﳌﻮارﻧﺔ  CBﺗﻠﻚ اﻟﺒﻠﺪان .إvŽﺎ ﻓﺮﺻﺔ ﻣﻦ ﺷﺄvŽﺎ ﻓﺘﺢ آﻓﺎق ﺟﺪﻳﺪة ﻟﻠﺘﻮاﺻﻞ ﻣﻊ إﺧﻮﺗﻨﺎ
وأﺧﻮاﺗﻨﺎ اﳌﻮارﻧﺔ  CBﻧﻴﻮزUﻠﻨﺪا وyﻠﺪان ﺟﺰر أوﻗﻴﺎﻧﻴﺎ ،ﻣﻤﺎ «ﻌ†‡ أن iﻮIUﻨﺎ اﳌﺎروﻧﻴﺔ أﺻﺒﺤﺖ اﻵن أﻛ G-ﻋﺎﳌﻴﺔ.
ً
وUﻜﺸﻒ ذﻟﻚ أﻳﻀﺎ ﻋﻦ ﺷﻌﻮر ﺑﺄﻧﻨﺎ ﺟﺰء ﻣﻦ ﻛﻨ,ﺴﺔ ﻣﺎروﻧﻴﺔ ﻟZﺎ اﻧIﺸﺎرiﺎ وﺣﻀﻮرiﺎ  CBاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ ،ﺗﺠﺪ ﻣﺮﺟﻌﻴvuﺎ
وﻣﺮﻛﺰvuUﺎ  CBاﻟﺒﻄﺮUﺮﻛﻴﺔ اﳌﺎروﻧﻴﺔ  CBﻟﺒﻨﺎن ،ﺗﺤﺖ رﻋﺎﻳﺔ ﻏﺒﻄﺔ أﺑ,ﻨﺎ اﻟﺒﻄﺮUﺮك ،اﻟYﺎردﻳﻨﺎل ﻣﺎر °ﺸﺎرة ﺑﻄﺮس
ّ
اﻟﺮا C±اﻟﻜ C6اﻟﻄﻮ²ﻰ.
ﺑﻨﺎًء ﻋ 76ذﻟﻚ ،وyﺘﻮﺟﻴﮫ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺒﺎﺑﺎ ﻓﺮ2ﺴ,ﺲ ،ﻳﺼﺒﺢ ﺟﻤﻴﻊ اﳌﺆﻣﻨsن اﳌﻮارﻧﺔ  CBﺗﻠﻚ اﻟﺒﻠﺪان ﺗﺤﺖ رﻋﺎﻳﺔ اﳌﻄﺮان
أﻧﻄﻮان-ﺷﺮyﻞ ﻃﺮyﻴﮫ ،اﻟﺬي أﺻﺒﺢ أول رﺋ,ﺲ ﻟﻸﺳﺎﻗﻔﺔ اﳌﻮارﻧﺔ  CBأﺳGFاﻟﻴﺎ وﻧﻴﻮزUﻠﻨﺪا وyﺎ| Cدول أوﻗﻴﺎﻧﻴﺎ .إﻧﮫ
 G›·pﺳﺎر ﻟﻠﻜﻨ,ﺴﺔ اﳌﺎروﻧﻴﺔ اﻟﻌﺎﳌﻴﺔ ،ودﻟﻴﻞ إﺿﺎ CBوا¸ ¹ﻋ 76ﺛﻘﺔ اﻟﻜﺮ»¼‡ اﻟﺮﺳﻮ CPﺑﺮﺳﺎﻟvuﺎ.
ً
وﺳ,ﺘﻢ اﻹﻋﻼن رﺳﻤﻴﺎ ﻋﻦ iﺬا اﻷﻣﺮ  CBﻗﺪاس اﻟﺸﻜﺮ اﻟﺬي ﺳﻴﻘﺎم Q CBﺎﺗﺪراﺋﻴﺔ ﺳﻴﺪة ﻟﺒﻨﺎنi ،ﺎر½ﺲ ﺑﺎرك ،ﻳﻮم
اﻟﺜﻼﺛﺎء  25 CBأﻳﺎر  ،2021اﻟﺴﺎﻋﺔ  6ﻣﺴﺎًء .وﻣﻊ ﺗﺤﻀGsﻧﺎ ﻟZﺬا اﻟﻘﺪاس اﻻﺣﺘﻔﺎ ،CPﺗﺪﻋﻮ اﻷﺑﺮﺷﻴﺔ ﺟﻤﻴﻊ اﳌﻮارﻧﺔ
ً
ً
أن ﻳﺤﻤﻠﻮا اﻟﻜﻨ,ﺴﺔ اﳌﺎروﻧﻴﺔ  CBﺻﻠﻮاvžﻢ ،ﺧﺼﻮﺻﺎ  CBﻟﺒﻨﺎن ،ﺧﻼل iﺬﻩ اﻷوﻗﺎت اﻟﺼﻌﺒﺔ ﺟﺪا واﳌﺼّGsﻳﺔ ،ﻛﻤﺎ
 CBأﺑﺮﺷﻴIﻨﺎ iﻨﺎ ،اﻟ ‡Âأﺻﺒﺤﺖ أﺑﺮﺷﻴﺔ أﺳGFاﻟﻴﺎ وﻧﻴﻮزUﻠﻨﺪا وأوﻗﻴﺎﻧﻴﺎ ،ﻟYﻲ ﺗﻨﻤﻮ اﻟﻜﻨ,ﺴﺔ اﳌﺎروﻧﻴﺔ اﻟﻌﺎﳌﻴﺔ  CBﺛﺒﺎت
اﻹﻳﻤﺎن ،وﻗﻮة اﻟﺮﺟﺎء ،ووﺣﺪة ا—qﺒﺔ.

MEDIA STATEMENT
Pope Francis Announces New Boundaries for the Maronite Eparchy of Australia
The Holy Father Pope Francis has agreed to extend the boundaries of the Maronite Eparchy
of Saint Maroun of Sydney to include not only Australia but also New Zealand and all the
countries of Oceania (Decree number 204/2019). This announcement comes as a result of the
increasing numbers of Maronites in these countries and the need to reach out to them and to
cater for their pastoral and spirituals needs, in addition to reconnecting them with their
spiritual heritage and liturgical traditions according to the Maronite Eastern Antiochene
Church.
This decree opens a new and bright chapter in the history of our Eparchy. In addition to
Australia and New Zealand, Oceania includes the following countries: Papua New Guinea,
Fiji, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Samoa, Kiribati, Tonga, Nauru, and New Caledonia. It
has a population of around 41 million people.
This historic decision was made on 29 March 2021, when Cardinal Sandri, Prefect of the
Congregation for Oriental Churches, met with His Holiness and informed him of the
increasing number of Maronites who had settled or were spending significant amounts of
time in New Zealand and the Pacific Islands.
This decree specifically declared that it was desirable to extend the borders of the Eparchy,
so that the pastoral vigilance and care might reach to all the Maronite faithful there. It is an
opportunity that opens new horizons to embrace our Maronite brothers and sisters in New
Zealand and the Islands of Oceania and this is a sign that our Maronite identity is now
becoming more international. It does also reveal a feeling that we are part of a global
Maronite Church, which finds its heart and centre in the Maronite Patriarchate in Lebanon,
under the leadership of His Beatitude and Eminence, Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai.
Accordingly, by direction of Pope Francis, all the Maronite faithful in these countries have
been placed under the jurisdiction of His Grace Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, who thus
becomes the first Maronite Archbishop of Australia, New Zealand, and the other countries
of Oceania. This is wonderful news for the global Maronite Church, and is further evidence
of the confidence which the Apostolic See has in its mission.
An official announcement will be made at a Mass of Thanksgiving at Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral, Harris Park on Tuesday 25 May 2021 at 6pm. As we prepare for that Divine
Liturgy, all Maronites are called to keep the Maronite Church in their prayers, especially in
Lebanon during these very challenging and critical times, as well as here in our Eparchy, now
to become the Maronite Eparchy of Australia, New Zealand, and Oceania. May the global
Maronite Church grow in the certainty of faith, the strength of hope, and the unity of love.

