L P

23 5L Ll gl 2 Bzt 590 (olag s LUl 2l

O3 Jedidd ¢ Wl gl @ O9sle Hle il S9u> auss (e 8 LU Ll 2l (331
¥l 1 Ly (204/2019 03 5 gus, L) LLelSs Lilidol 8518 Jgog il 5eu5 cpe S Ll ilud I A8LYL
Bale] J) 2LV &ilg g Loge Il e (als Il Az llly olaldl sia § &1oskl sluel oy l5l Ay

(Sl @ Al 0y easgdzs iy

Loledsl Jadid ol S0 Wil ) 2Ll Lty s § (8, ie Tugas Siad pgany Ll s g
LogadSy Ladgs c 9590 ¢ JlanS ddgaleo 5ilaild (Oladuo s3> (pad (a9 190l 2N lald)
Al Ogulo 41 el sae Jlea| g Bupazl!

ezl dae Gyin 93)sed JlasySIN 2als LAt Ladie 2021 413129 § Al eyledl 1,801 1a
T 52 Oguinar ol ol gyiial cpaddl Ailall suie 55 cye o s Ty LU 2uolid ao 88y adl W3LSL Lolall
ool Lozl 532 Glalg Tail 3 3 «aelisl o TS

B 9y i (ye e Syl Jandl iy (S A8 90 pans 85954 e T gLl 1 a8
Ly ae duolstll Busia LT mad Leld oo 2umyd Lal . oladdl ells (8 45)loll el aan I 2uge 39
Alle AST (¥ compal 2951 Lilga o) Gay Les oLslidol i o)y Tuids 39 (3 4yl Lislgsls
Lesazpa e calladl § Lo yguan>g LayLakil L 4 95l Baati€ (o ¢ 52 Ly sgas e Lyl el Caiilg
cortas ByLan Hle Jleay 801 el b 1 Lt alaie Bley e (ol 3 syl &S5 b 31 3 LriiSieg

skl I g1,

oblll &le;y s glaldl clls § 455lsl) cniesl] aen mmy coudadyd LI (oo dizmging eIl e £l
&) ksl Jss 3ls 10l pais Wl 8 Bplsl) Aa5LuSU sty ol ol il cdtasylo oy ooy lsha
Ll Josodl (0, ST 4T e minly lis] ddag Al ladl 29, dwniSU L sl

p32 by syl (ol Buga 2815 9 aliae g1 LSl Golutd § a1 1k ye Loy ALY iiaes
)l ol) aazr ¥ gons ¢ Jlarsd ol @l 10 B pag 2lins 6 deluadl 2021 51,1 25 § LI
LS A pally Tax 2aall calBg¥l sia JMs (bt § Logias «olslo 2oyl 2SIl lglose, o]
= G Al A 9L AN 505 (ST Ll ot g Ll il Al cumol (a1 i Ll 8

Azl B> 99 syl 589 (oLl



MEDIA STATEMENT
Pope Francis Announces New Boundaries for the Maronite Eparchy of Australia

The Holy Father Pope Francis has agreed to extend the boundaries of the Maronite Eparchy
of Saint Maroun of Sydney to include not only Australia but also New Zealand and all the
countries of Oceania (Decree number 204/2019). This announcement comes as a result of the
increasing numbers of Maronites in these countries and the need to reach out to them and to
cater for their pastoral and spirituals needs, in addition to reconnecting them with their

spiritual heritage and liturgical traditions according to the Maronite Eastern Antiochene
Church.

This decree opens a new and bright chapter in the history of our Eparchy. In addition to
Australia and New Zealand, Oceania includes the following countries: Papua New Guinea,
Fiji, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Samoa, Kiribati, Tonga, Nauru, and New Caledonia. It
has a population of around 41 million people.

This historic decision was made on 29 March 2021, when Cardinal Sandri, Prefect of the
Congregation for Oriental Churches, met with His Holiness and informed him of the
increasing number of Maronites who had settled or were spending significant amounts of
time in New Zealand and the Pacific Islands.

This decree specifically declared that it was desirable to extend the borders of the Eparchy,
so that the pastoral vigilance and care might reach to all the Maronite faithful there. It is an
opportunity that opens new horizons to embrace our Maronite brothers and sisters in New
Zealand and the Islands of Oceania and this is a sign that our Maronite identity is now
becoming more international. It does also reveal a feeling that we are part of a global
Maronite Church, which finds its heart and centre in the Maronite Patriarchate in Lebanon,
under the leadership of His Beatitude and Eminence, Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai.

Accordingly, by direction of Pope Francis, all the Maronite faithful in these countries have
been placed under the jurisdiction of His Grace Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, who thus
becomes the first Maronite Archbishop of Australia, New Zealand, and the other countries
of Oceania. This is wonderful news for the global Maronite Church, and is further evidence
of the confidence which the Apostolic See has in its mission.

An official announcement will be made at a Mass of Thanksgiving at Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral, Harris Park on Tuesday 25 May 2021 at 6pm. As we prepare for that Divine
Liturgy, all Maronites are called to keep the Maronite Church in their prayers, especially in
Lebanon during these very challenging and critical times, as well as here in our Eparchy, now
to become the Maronite Eparchy of Australia, New Zealand, and Oceania. May the global
Maronite Church grow in the certainty of faith, the strength of hope, and the unity of love.



