
   

 

Catholic Mission announces the theme for 2023: "Hearts on Fire, Feet on 
the Move" 

  
 
Inspired by the Pope's message for World Mission Sunday, this year Catholic Mission is raising 
awareness of the life-giving work of lay and religious missionaries around the world with the theme 
"Hearts on Fire, Feet on the Move".  
 
Throughout 2023, Catholic Mission aims to encourage everyone to engage in both a physical and spiritual 
journey, to share the message of love and hope not only through their words, but also through their actions, 
building up momentum for the celebration of World Mission Month in October.  
 
In his message, Pope Francis reflects on the resilience that everyday missionaries demonstrate in their life-
giving work and the burning passion for God and people that inspires their hearts. Dedicating their lives to 
others, in partnership with communities, missionaries aim to create a positive change through spiritual care 
and the implementation of grassroots projects, such as healthcare and education, reaching far beyond 
Catholic communities.  
 
Catholic Mission's National Director, Fr Brian Lucas, expressed enthusiasm for this year's theme, saying, 
"Pope Francis has given us a powerful and inspiring message. It is an invitation to walk together on the path of 
peace, hope and creation."  
 
This year, Catholic Mission invites you to journey with us and discover how, together in Mission, we can make 
a difference in the world.   
 
“Everywhere we can make something, small things but we can do what God wants from us. So this is my 
message. We here. You in Australia. Everywhere. But together we can reach a Kingdom of God.” Says Sr 
Alma, a missionary dedicating her life to the people of Timor-Leste.  
 
Visit catholicmission.org.au/heartsonfire and learn more about how you can get involved in making a 
difference.   
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Catholic Mission is the Australian agency of the Pontifical Mission Societies – the Catholic Church’s global organisation dedicated to 
continuing Jesus Christ’s mission in the world: that all may have life to the full. Catholic Mission contributes funding and project 
support to critical church-run initiatives in Africa, Asia, Oceania, and South America. These include spiritual formation, pastoral care, 
education, health, sanitation, and agricultural programs. Here in Australia, we form people to go out and be missionary in their 
professional and personal lives; to pray, advocate and act for those on the margins. Catholic Mission has offices in 27 Australian 
dioceses. 

 


