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International authority on Simone Weil to explore 
philosophy as antidote to violence at annual lecture 
  
Renowned philosopher and Simone Weil expert Dr Rebecca Rozelle-Stone will deliver Australian 
Catholic University’s 2026 Simone Weil Lecture in Human Value next month. 

Dr Rozelle-Stone will give a two-part free public lecture on violence, the good, and radical 
friendship, inspired by one of Weil’s most celebrated works, "The Iliad, or The Poem of Force". 

For her first lecture in Brisbane on 18 August, Dr Rozelle-Stone will explore the phenomenon of 
force in a technology-dominated and power-obsessed world. Her second lecture in Melbourne on 
20 August will then analyse Weil’s ideas on friendship as a remedy to political impotence, fear, 
and passivity. 

“It can often feel like philosophy is impotent to neutralize a violent world,” Dr Rozelle-Stone said. 

“We need to think about the power of philosophy on a more local level, beginning with our 
closest associates - how we use or don’t use power in our personal relationships, or how we might 
approach friendships in a way that centres truth as opposed to just comfort.” 

Initially challenged by the radical ideas of Simone Weil, Dr Rozelle-Stone is now a leading expert 
on the French philosopher, having authored and edited numerous books and chapters on her and 
her philosophical vision. 

“While my philosophical interests have been expansive in my 20-plus year career, as I get deeper 
into issues of concern in our world, I keep being drawn back to Weil and her writings for their 
incisive analyses and diagnoses,” Dr Rozelle-Stone said. 

“Weil is a unique figure who truly embodied her ideas, like attention, even to the extent that this 
arguably brought about her death at age 34.” 

The University of North Dakota professor is the editor and author of several books on Simone 
Weil, including A Very Short Introduction: Simone Weil, and served as the Vice President and 
President of the American Weil Society. 

She said Weil consistently claimed the ego as the source of all evil and destructiveness, an insight 
highly relevant to today’s violent and fragmented world. 

“Weil’s philosophy is entirely relevant to the many issues we face in our time,” Dr Rozelle-Stone 
said. 

“Her idea of attentiveness is compelling because we are living in such a distracted, technology-
infused, entertainment-focused, and force-filled time. 

“Elon Musk has even said that ‘the fundamental weakness of Western civilization is empathy’ 
which is convenient for him. There is an attention economy that companies such as his are trying 
to dominate and exploit, but Weil recognized that attention is a moral capacity, not just 
something to be extracted and manipulated for commercial purposes.” 



The 26th Simone Weil Lecture is hosted by ACU’s School of Philosophy, and honours one of the 
most influential twentieth-century thinkers of philosophy, religion, spirituality and politics. 

Executive Dean of the Faculty of Theology and Philosophy Professor Richard Colledge said the 
university was thrilled to host one of the world’s leading experts on Simone Weil. 

“Dr Rebecca Rozelle-Stone has invested much of her scholarly work into studying the philosophy 
and life of Simone Weil, in particular making her provocative ideas accessible to non-
philosophers,” Professor Colledge said. 

“Since 2000 the Simone Weil Lecture has featured some of the world’s leading moral 
philosophers, each of whom has illuminated key elements of social ethics in contemporary 
contexts, inspired by Weil’s radical vision. 

“We are delighted to welcome Dr Rozelle-Stone to unpack the legacy of Simone Weil for 
audiences in Brisbane and Melbourne.” 

The Simone Weil Lecture series was launched in 2000 by former ACU Professor of Philosophy 
Raimond Gaita. 

Registrations for the Brisbane and Melbourne lecture are now open on the ACU website. 

  

Media Contact: Emilie Ng, 0475 963 606, emilie.ng@acu.edu.au 

  

Australian Catholic University has specialists who can comment on news matters relating to their area 

of expertise. Please direct requests to ACU’s Media Team at acu.edu.au/media-enquiries. 

 

  

  

 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.1etTMwNvEgw75CMcZqzls17dESdTJ499Bt2T4GP880jqjjWsOcbgOCj-2BaLbet9DWhlTpPkYk6v-2FtYOaIokvdGrUkICrQ2GkSiOrB4cxOAaHi-2F1TAWGvOvC6WAeCUT98zdjQx6o-2BvgrZuwmLzBFSSP2tgw5oirt5Q3eONFMI4tqOuG81KDKdmfphehQqHDl0zFk5n7ymP6yz4t47mFtjDPQ-3D-3DJfE7_Zae-2F853Z8XB3ALpNKs-2BwzcpY9q9-2B-2BpX3PNPz-2FV9sJor1FJobUxVLOqtMYMXCggUfVtkHHmn99u25s-2BI6SoeeDgUg0WgnC85dlK3Yb1e3XGetjOGf6L1-2FhmAMquWO6x498HE43BOjfBF0GFcQfazpc65GHwO2fmSIrC6JJ5mMH-2FdNst-2FROViC5yttvwt5Pm6vHrShyLGYkgWjV76vbkIeQ0JLie0D-2Bcn70c5XXfsQNkoz5kZEN1qGD5AJtE2oaiKSis2vmfCGPqt3a6zQABkEk7xh6HcsUiCOR2S3KKJHj9NWOCDsiVFrRvZYR4r7tw0rHTcBnkLizHv7LGAWJcxwY3tMJr6oOgdid3JjH8SQYJQEMljBtEpQI4asdyQq9M-2FGt9U8SMUNaHmuyMPKcKV8SA-3D-3D
mailto:emilie.ng@acu.edu.au
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.1etTMwNvEgw75CMcZqzls17dESdTJ499Bt2T4GP880giR1Q9RjKa8vs5bG1Io7WNy0OCrwq17D7Hbkx-2B9EajTA-3D-3DkOSZ_Zae-2F853Z8XB3ALpNKs-2BwzcpY9q9-2B-2BpX3PNPz-2FV9sJor1FJobUxVLOqtMYMXCggUfVtkHHmn99u25s-2BI6SoeeDgUg0WgnC85dlK3Yb1e3XGetjOGf6L1-2FhmAMquWO6x498HE43BOjfBF0GFcQfazpc65GHwO2fmSIrC6JJ5mMH-2FdNst-2FROViC5yttvwt5Pm6vHrShyLGYkgWjV76vbkIeQ0JLie0D-2Bcn70c5XXfsQNkrFQ0BvvhKrjbFVJA51i1uvutT1OJIqUqJJQO7ilTHq1ySJEQ2LAoMj-2B6YFIFsG6yLyE5z7O2gjEHI8hkwc9zPQzhQbvkw7GsdGnxyATcYTdqu1KbBVW9maAOiKXr0r35nLuIQm4CWJZ5ZYjSywHUC3a4c-2FVsDDz9tgeteMaaxPOg-3D-3D
http://acu.edu.au/media-enquiries

