
   

 

Catholic Mission is standing in solidarity with the Church to provide 
pastoral and practical support to the people of Turkey and Syria.  

 
 

As the death toll rises to more than 33,000, Pope Francis renews his appeal for concrete help and 
prayers for all those affected by the devastating earthquakes that struck Turkey and Syria.  
 
“We continue to be close, with prayer and concrete support, to the earthquake victims in Syria and 
Turkey.”  
 
On the ground, religious and lay missionaries are coordinating efforts to provide pastoral and 
practical support to survivors who have lost everything, a situation worsened by the freezing 
temperatures.  
  
"I try to be close, there is so much pain and fear in everyone's heart. What this earthquake has 
done is unbelievable. People's fear is stronger than when there was war," says Father Jacques 
Mourad, a Syrian monk.   
 
Facing the distressing situation, Catholic Mission, as the Pope’s Mission agency, is taking action to 
support missionaries in Turkey and Syria who are providing vital emergency support and pastoral 
care in this time of suffering.   
 
“My message would be a call to prayer and generosity in the following times. After the first 
moments will have passed the second and third stage will start. Mourning and rebuilding.  
We will have to rebuild and repair many buildings and churches for the service of people. As well as 
help people to move forward,” says Fr. Adrian, National Director of Pontifical Mission Societies - 
Turkey.  
 
Your generous donation today can make a real difference to the lives of people of Turkey and Syria 
as they seek immediate and ongoing support. catholicmission.org.au/earthquake-appeal  
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About Catholic Mission  

Catholic Mission is the Australian agency of the Pontifical Mission Societies – the Catholic Church’s global organisation dedicated to 
continuing Jesus Christ’s mission in the world: that all may have life to the full. Catholic Mission contributes funding and project 
support to critical church-run initiatives in Africa, Asia, Oceania, and South America. These include spiritual formation, pastoral care, 
education, health, sanitation, and agricultural programs. Here in Australia, we form people to go out and be missionary in their 
professional and personal lives; to pray, advocate and act for those on the margins. Catholic Mission has offices in 27 Australian 
dioceses. 

 


