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James Franklin

Emeritus Professor James Franklin will address the subject “Catholic social justice and the Labor
Party 1900-1940” at the next ACI webinar on Tuesday 13 June.

In Europe in the early twentieth century, Catholics like Marc Sangnier and Joseph Cardijn were
concerned about justice for the workers and had a plan on what to do about it.

At the same time in Australia, Catholics were also concerned about justice for the workers and acted
to bring it about. But the political context of the two continents was completely different, and so were
the plans. Or perhaps the plans were not so different as might appear at first.

The Australian plan had much less explicit theory and much more pragmatism and politics, and much
more success in implementation. The moderate wing of the Australian Labor Party developed a
politically feasible plan that has made a major contribution to the system of “regulated capitalism” or
“market socialism” that we live in today.

Prof. James Franklin

James Franklin

James Franklin is the editor of the Journal of the Australian Catholic Historical Society and an
honorary professor at the University of New South Wales, Sydney.

His books include Corrupting the Youth: A History of Philosophy in Australia, Catholic Values and
Australian Realities, The Real Archbishop Mannix and The Worth of Persons: The Foundation of
Ethics. and most recently, Catholic Thought and Catholic Action, Scenes from Australian Catholic Life.

Webinar details

Tuesday 13 June 2023, 7.30pm AEST

Register here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/tZ0sdu2vgDIjGdZMVjtYnKDDXpOuxBH_R1DL
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