Jesuit
Mission

Media Release 31 August 2023
The countdown to the Bazaar begins

Next Saturday 9 September, over 5,000 people in Sydney will enter the gates of Saint
lgnatius’ College Riverview for the annual Jesuit Mission Bazaar.

The Bazaar is a day of fun, friendship and solidarity with rides, music, stalls, cakes,
books, toys, wine auction and more, all to raise funds to support Jesuit Mission works
with vulnerable communities around the world.

This community event began in 1952, to support the works of the early Australian
Jesuit missionaries who were sent to Hazaribag, India, to uplift the marginalised and
the outcast through education and social activism.

Fr Tony Herbert SJ, Australian Jesuit and Hazaribag missionary of over 40 years has
advocated for the Dalits in Hazaribag, India, in across the board educational, health
and social issues.

“Our mission, our living and our work, as far as | know, was entirely on income from
Australia, and that came through Jesuit Mission. Key to this funding has been the
tireless efforts from those back home involved in the Bazaar and the Maytime

Fair. This funding has provided the gradual growth of infrastructure, and education,
especially for women, and the incredible growth into two dioceses and our own
Province,” he said.

Fr Tony arrived in India in 1965 and since then, his ministry has overseen the
implementation of life-changing health and educational programs, the creation of
women'’s savings groups and human rights issues.

“My first impression was of crowds and blaring horns, of life on the footpath, of
differences in language and culture, a place full of life and energy. In reality | was
entering into an indigenous world, discovering the beauty and values of life

there, finding a life reality stripped of its artificiality, but also seeing the hard reality of
life without backups,” he said.

Today Jesuit Mission has expanded its work beyond India, supporting programs in
over 10 countries across Asia and Africa.

Funds raised at the Bazaar will support programs around the world that provide life-
changing teaching and education programs; provide essential services to refugees
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displaced by conflict; provide healthcare and livelihood training to vulnerable
communities and provide emergency relief to those most affected by disasters.

Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview has generously hosted this event since 1952.

“During my last two years at Riverview, 1958-1959 my allotted task at the Bazaar was
to ran a stall, the Balloon Barrage. | wasn't too happy when the balloons burst and |
had to give a prize, but nor were they when | suggested for the prize they take
another three shots for free” said Fr Tony.

“| picked up contact with the Bazaar again in much later years when | returned on
leave from India. The most moving thing was to find my former school

companions running a variety of stalls, and to get a glimpse of how much hard work
they put into preparation and running it.”

Your participation at the Bazaar will help marginalised people lift themselves out of
poverty and injustice. Come join us on Saturday 9 September from 9am to 5pm at
Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview and together we can support those living in poverty
and injustice.

Visit jesuitmission.org.au/bazaar for more information, including purchasing ‘All Day
Rides’ passes and raffle tickets.

-END-
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Captions: Volunteers at the Jesuit Mission Bazaar in 2022.

Supporting Links:

Jesuit Mission Bazaar information — Rides, Raffle and more
jesuitmission.org.au/bazaar
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About Jesuit Mission

Jesuit Mission works in over 10 countries across Asia and Africa to uphold the innate dignity of
people living with the effects of poverty, especially the most marginalised and vulnerable. Funds
from our supporters:

o Break cycles of poverty through teaching and education

o Protect the health of communities by providing medical care and programs that improve
access to clean water and toilets

o Develop independent, sustainable communities through livelihood training and income-
generating projects

o Provide vulnerable individuals with pastoral care, social inclusion and advocacy

o Support refugees in crisis

o Enable effective disaster response and relief.
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